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Dear Children
Only one more Sunday and then Christ-

mas
¬

And just think of the stockings
Tho Post Club will bans up Christmas
eve Wouldnt you like to see them all
together big stockings and little ones
coarse stockings and fine ones all kinds
nnd conditions of stockings and every one
of them depending on Santa Claus And
wouldnt you like to see them nil the
next moraine And dont you nope that
every one of them wQl be filled to over-
flowing

¬

and that all th childrens hearts
will bo slid And let me ask you all now
to get ready for It before hand and If
you know any child whose little stocklng-
Wlffht bo empty Christmas morning play
Banta Claus and get something Into that
stocking Maka this a Christmas for
helping somebody and dont be selfish and
think only of yourself

We have a long list of new names this
week Several of the teachers are tak-
ing

¬

great lnter st in the childrens page
and axe encouraging their pupils to write
Tho new members are llary Munhausen-
Tennlo Allca Purccll Houston Alice
Campbell Ethel Campbell Lessla Scott
Anderson Ethel Tipton Lone Star Lon
tile Holland Village Mills Dixie Parrott-
Jrene Mattle Berry Sunny Lane ilyrtle
Ashley Goldthwolte Eddl Rouse Leon
Hooker Archie Knight Nellie DeDerry-
Toramla Hoppers Woods Celestlne Mey-
er

¬

Cbarllo Krneger Clara E Ollard Er-
nest

¬

lUukt Cypress Mary O Huffoe
Earl Kuftoc Seville Mora Miller Shel ¬

don Lva Searcy Searcy Annie Meyer
Kcrrvlllo Irene Heard Woodvlllej Roy
Blsmukcs Cheaprlde Maude Scott San
Angclo Sydney Day Brownwood Lucie-
Osborn Llirle Osborn Montgomery Lau-
ra

¬

U Livingston Smtley Lula Florence
Jamestown Mayes J Baker Tom J
Baker Jr Addlcks Luclle Ilckett-
iloresvllle

Julia Trultt Bishop
A LONG WALK

Adamsvtlle Texas November 20 Dear
Post I thought m I had not written ror
some time that I wluI 1 write a short let-
ter

¬

I am going to U ool now My teach-
ers

¬

rame Is Mr Charlie Mostellar I like
lilm very much Wb had a slnglntr school
hcru not Ions ago Mr John Wood taught
His assistants name was Mr Reed Jones
I have two sisters both older than nty

elf one Is IS the other la 10 I am 13
My sBer uyrtle and 1 walk a mile to
school I enlny walking though Wo have
fortyfour scholars Lula Moses Is my
dt> kmato 1 love her dearly With good
wishes 1 remain your little friend

Los Straler-

A HINT TO SANTA
Anderson Texas December 1 Dear

Tost A 1 hivo never written to you I
win try to wra today I am a little girl
8 vearn old r am going to school 1
study Thrd Reader spelling arithmetic
and geography My teacher name la Mls
Constance Coopei and she Is n very kind
nnd nice teacher I hope old Santa Claua
will bring me something nice Christmas
Aa I am a little girt I cut not write a-
long letter Hoping to find thin in print
1 will close for this time Your little
friend Alice Campbell

WANTS SOMETHING NICE
Anderson Texas December L Dear

Post Aa 1 have never written to you 1
will try to write today Inn little girl
13 years old 1 am going to school and 1
study grammar arithmetic algebra spell ¬

ing and selections from Ruakln nnd physi-
ology

¬

My teachers name Is Mr J T-
Johrxon Our school haa been going on
three months today 1 will be glad when
Christmas comca I dont lenow what I-

3MPt butJl it something nice Tour
Jlttle friend Leasts Scott

ALL ABOUT CHRISTMAa
Anderson Texaa December 1 DearPost As I found my other letter In print

I will attempt to write ngain My little
KlsUir and niece are writing to you 1 will
Tie o glad when Christmas comes and I
hope old Santa Claus will bring me lots ofpretty things My brother takes The Xost
and 1 enjoy reading tha letters very muchI remain your little friend

Ethel Campbell

THIS LOVELT LITTLE LETTER
Ellln er Texas November 10 Dearrout I have seen that rny letter waa tuprint ln the Childrens Page which waivery Interesting to me In reading the let

ler 1 like very much to read thoee lettersThis time I will writa something about
S00lhBY to study arithmeticFifth Reader spelling geography history

nnd German rilke to study arithmeticvery much I always had my example
Tlio teacher sometimes aslca us In reviewhut then 1 get a little afraid In FifthHeader most of the time I know my les-
KQns but In spelling I missed six already
i Bm TPyJ0 ta geogrupliy J ought to

now It better than 1 do but t cant keepmy Beogrophy lessons q well and In his° a knw ll t a hut nro gettingn little better hut from now I will try to
kJJ0SL1 better every day We aro movlncpit from here next month which l < onlytwo weeks yet It is very hard for ma to
Have my school for I llko to bo I learnmany uneful thlnas besides my books Sowith my schoolmate too they were al ¬
ways iud t mf 1 luvn about stxtyone
tschoolmste In school I have some nicefloworoono nice miUr Illy too hut one
of m r cok came n the yard where iI hsdtny flower and she ate rqy w t < r illy WittI Siope it will grow just im nlco as ft was
before n s Ihrssv wont come n
IS1 1 w < Rke rood care ofthem I

wH clow for IhU Uro your Utile friend
Jfary Frehucr

GRANDMAS yiOEONS
Illac Texas November 2TDrar TostAn I my other tetter In print I thought

I would writ ORnln I nra a little Ctrl Ityears d age I am koIwj to achool IJlke my teachers ever so welt Their
Sftn arp Jrof or Y> 1 Stewart amiMla Emmn lmncana My tl akmut g
name la Maude Curry Grandma haa fourptgeona 1 study arithmetic KrammarTexas history Beography and spelling Wehave four doga and three cats I will be
find to eeeroy letter faprint I will close
Lovo to The Post Yours truly

Addle SrCQuuy-

BATHJtftf POIV PRi i
fc CWumbus Teras SutSlember 2LDear

before Weor takfrTUe Post every
nnd I like to read ebouttho other

and glrla time and 1 thought I-

rlte to you I go to school and Ila llii Kin to grade W have a nice
wnr jul calf butI can not milk Wo hada mod rain and the eeete have had n niceBil4 tolut home This la all 1n Uttttk of now or bttve time to writeabout Wa a enroll iiiy name in thoChlldratftTElub youra truly

J Edmund Eeovers

and it qpilT-
Jatonfe Taou December 20 peas

Poatl Will yeu print a little letter Ilk

tf < KiK

mine r nm little boy fl years old Iwas 0 the Slat of this month I can not
write yet I can only print and my mam ¬
ma tells me how to pll the bg word I-

navp some pretty books a Kindergarten
book n Santa Clans book and a book
tailed The Thre Little Klttons That
Is awful funny I have m goat and a gig
but I think my books ore nicer I some ¬

times take my papa a dinner and 1 can
rifle old Rebel down in town I dont go
to school because I nm so little My little
sisters name la Audrey and baby brother
la named Conrad will you please put
their names in too Tour little friend

Karl Schoppe

TRYING TO BE GOOD
Anderson Texas November ST Dear

Post I am n littlo girl Just 5 yeirs old
sister goes to school and 1 play with my
baby brother feed tho chickens and help
mamma I am trying to be a good little
girl so old Santa Claus will bring me
something nice Your little friend

Imogen Haynle-

TENNIES GRANDMA
Anderson Texas November 27 Dear

Post I have never written to The Post
before and would like to Join the club
My papa takes The Post and I think the
letters the littlo folks write are so nice
1 love to go to school and am sorry when
It rains and I have to stay at home 1
have a grandma living in Waco and I
want to go to see her before long

Hoping to sec my letter In print I am
your little friend

Tennte Haynle-

A CHRISTMAS TREE COMING
Houston Texas November 27 Dear

Post As I saw my other letter tn prins-
I thought I would writo again I go to-
eenool I am In the third erado and
fourth reader

I have a little dog His name Is Nig-
ger

¬

He can sit up and stand up and
I am a little Ctrl 10 years old I attend

the Vltroenii Memorial Episcopal Sunday
school We will have a Christmas tree
this Christmas I think wo have a real
nlco Utile school sometimes sixty andsixtyone and urne teachers

I have one brother and a baby sister
Their names are Charlie and Mildred

My aunt and uncle came to see us abouta month ago from Chicago They brought
us some souvenirs of the Worlds FairI take music lessons at the convent Ithink 1 am getting along very well

Ill close Please enroll my name In the
Chlldrena club Your frfend

Shirley Goraon-

HHR NEW HOME
Houston Texas November ST Dear

Post It Is raining today It bos been
some time and since 1 nLVe written to
you Wo have mated from our old home

e are living fojr miles from Houston
1 like my new home We have a schoolnear b> 1 like to go to achool My
tuachera name Is M a Lillle She has
about thiriysevn pupils Papa Is home
tOLiay He will be gone all next weekgathering cattle I will close for this
time Uruly your friend

iidna McDonald

OCT OF SCHOOL
Spurger Texas Nevember 27 Dear

Post 1 thought I would write toJay as
It has been bo long since I have written
before We have no tchool here now
and I am so sorry I guess Mr N A
McNeill will teach school here next year
1 flavour returned home from my sis-
ters

¬

bna lives In Warren Sho has two
aweet little boys

Mamma has u nice turnip patch Papa
peddles with themt have a cousin 13 years old Hername la Meta Collier She rayed all night
with me Saturday and Sunday night Ve
had a nice time Please enroll my name
in tho club

I will close Please print my little letterand excuse bad writing I will dose forthis time Mattle Collier

LITTLE CHICKENS
bun AuguHtlne Texaa November 27

Dear Post I will try to write u Istter Iwant to loin the Childrens club I am n
little girl 0 years of age I dont go to
school I have two little outers and one
ui other I have no pets only some lit ¬
tle pot chickens 1 will not write a long
letter this tbne as this la the tirsl timeI lave written PleaSe enroll my name
In your list

Jessie May Ash

RUFU8 WAS MISTAKEN
Chappell my Toxa November 23

Dear Post I have been reading the littlefolks letters In the Weekly Post und like
thorn so much My papa take The PostWe all like It very much Papa takes sev ¬
eral papers but none of them are like ThePost J the In the country four mllea
from Chappoil Hill and 1 go to school to
the McLmde school We hava a good
teacher Her name is Miss FannU StylesI hafe two brothers and no sisters My
brothers are older than I It haa beenvery dry here for four or live months un ¬

til the other day It tilled both of papas
Unku I lava to go to achool but 1 dontlove a utiKly geography We huve abouttwuitr glrla and boys that go to our
K ° JfT J om Inland Chinahogfi X think thev are the prettiest hogs
KiVr IMlw V a h0 named

that l ride to toivn wmetlmes Ihope you will take in In and print thisfor Itufus my brother say you wontVery respectfully Wooalo Fife
A NEWTgUSDliAND GHARDLVN

Texas November 5fd DearPost I h ve l e> ryadlnf the little folksletters In the Weekly Post and have de¬
ckled to write one also aa I have never

lUiyatcal geography grammar algebra
civil government pEysioloey Onlwd
Statea history and arithmetic X havetwolittle

VlfVptl

brothers to go to school withme und when they dont go my New ¬
foundland dog goea with me I have anlco time out her In tho country horse
that Is rny botiy sister two mouths old

01 e Childrensclub With beat wlahea to The I o t andIts dear correspondent your little friend
K1U Whitley

THE PET GOAT
Cypress Texas November S0DesrPost Thts Is the first time I havo writ ¬

ten to you J rend the Childrens pageand thought tha letters were very tiler1 am a boy 15 yearn old I havent anynets but one pet goat and Its nameNannie I an going to school now 1study geography language lessons artlhmotlc spelling and roadlng My teacheraname Is Jfcs Katie Deady 1laaaa enrollmy name n the Childrens club Your
Ernest Jnntse-

A WONJinnFlL BROTHERAmphlon Texas November aaDearPost Aa today is Thankajtlvlng Day Iwill write you letter Mamma had aThanksgiving dinner Wo hod our
frichfr TnaT BM our poHtmastcr

Ilettl Jjckson with us for dinnerlo cehool and stnly fourthhistory Arithmetic geography language
and spelling I think a great deal of ourteacher 1 have no pots only a sweetlittlo sster I have a brotWr witUmtnrms I know you win wonder how hegcta along but he gets along an well asany of 4i He goes to school and gatshis leajona written and works examplesand well horsuback nnd doca n anythings that you would hardly believew hoitt neelng It with your own vyVi

bV > ra old next April am alittle girt Jl yearn old Please print this
Mamie Desjnuke-

TO <n RAPFLEB GUNNER

Ho Was a Boya Hero After All
7 > r William Jdunai Grwydon

For the Sunday Post
When Tom JluWtai loolt the quccna

shillings at St Georges barracks inTrafalgar square and found himself
duly enlisted for India service he be¬
lieved that his career whs mudo-

He pictured the day when h would
return to his native Norfolk village
wearing an officers uniform and the
Victoria cross TliU was a foolish dream
but the twentyulna yeam had been spent
entirely in the country

Torn was a denial fellow with many
good trails and the blind bravery pf a
GlMixi fanatic Under dlffetcnt elroum
stances all that was beat In him might
havo come to tho front Byt ho went to
India In a time of peace The Burmese
Invasion waa recently over nnd vtn tha
turbulent hilt tribes were quiet There
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seemed nothing to do but stagnate or take
what orfercd In the way of recreation
Tho former was Impossible to a man of
Toms temperament He to among bad
companions and became addicted to
drinking gambling and a host of minor
evils His popularity Increased among
the men In proportion to Ms bad record
among tho officers

At the end of a year Tom Baffles Waa
considered the worst scapegrace tn the reg-
lmcnt tn at tndw some did not scruple
to sny Half his time waa spent In the
guard house or doi ff extra duty More
than once he tried tfc reform but failed
Then ho becamo reckless anJ took life
bn the fatalist theory

In three yenra ho served at ns many
different military stations Then the
heavy battery for Tom was n gunner
was transferred to Lthore away up In
the Punjab There were rumors of a revolt
among the Black mountain tribe and
the prospect of active service led Tom to
make another resolution of good be-

havior
¬

At first two things were in bis
favor The cantonments were three miles
from the enticing city of Lahore and
tho approaches thereto were closely
watched

The officer under whese command the
battery now came was Colonel Stratford
a rigid martinet but withal a Just man
His offcctlons Were centered on hi 1-
7yearold son Bertie who had recently
come out from England Bertie was as

by

was

a

nn-

Aoiinulittuaflw
At llrst

n and
his

reprimands

surreptitiously

squad

He

wine
meant courttnartlal

chnnuedthst

tour

He

a
by

contonmonu

martial glory Bodies
Infantry to and a sparkle

equipments heavy bat-
tery

¬

last six polished guns mounted
by six proud artlllenrmen gup

drawn burly
was a

turbaned Hindoo with a steel In

Baffles gloomily surveyed with
folded Under tho circumstances
such a public exposure was to his

At last the governor and staff
from and

n order was the
heavy and Just fell
motion SlralforU leapt upon Raf-
fles gun

wished that could sink
turned and purple

I I thought you Rawal
I back night
I say awful-

ly for Whatever possessed you

afraid youll get In troubla for
Interrupted Raffles pretending

to understand will ¬

to a
such a time were right

of the review
He dont yet Bertie

taken with Ills lordship
I cant Jump oft now

was true since tho

a Terr Yards DUtnnt Sullnn Obeyed iYlicn the Illssr rrectplco Wna Only

handsome and plucky a lad ns one could l trundling alcns at a rapid gait Raffles
n lsh to see Ho did pretty much as accepted the situation without further

comment
I wouldnt have gone away lf I had

known you were going to break out
again Bertie rosumed We all thought
you were reformed Now look where
you are Wont you promise for 7ny-

saks to do better when punlshmont-
Is over7

Too late muttered Raffles Im In
for a long term then dismissed
from the service HIS voice quavered
pitifully

But suppose I can help your ex-
claimed

¬

Bertie what If I persuade father
not to haye you dismissed

If you save mo from that declared
Unfiles earnestly and gain another
chance Ill never break a rule as long aa-
I live

Its a bargain cried Bertie that
ended the conversation for tho had

reached stony ground and were
mnklng a prodigious clutter

As they along Raffles reviewed
the slim chances of an nppenl to tho
colonel and the gleam of hope faded from
his face But ho did know what tho
day to bring forth

battery performing a circular
movement which was to it In
triumph past the governor general and
staff It was now on tho opposite sldo of
the circle and clouo to the tracks of the
Peninsular railway

aa the leading gun carriage veered
oft to left tho fast express train from
Pcshawu came dashing along with a Joud
Jingle of bells and hissing of ateum-

It waa a most unfortunate encounter Of
the whole twclvo elephants wore
unaccuutomed to the railway Sultan und
Nabob who draw Raffles gun carriage

hated and feared the steam cars
They reared plunged and trumpeted
sol Illy Then nmd with terror and deaf to
the cxhortutlou prodding of na-
tive

¬

nmhosls they broko out of
dashed a rocky hill side straight away
from the reviewing stuff the rest of-
tho forco

The was Instantly observed
There was no lack discipline The bat-
tery halted and Its commanding officer
spurred after the fugitives onliorse back
Then by special order a troop of cavnlry
clattered over tho The ambulunce
corps wisely followed

This la Stratford said the gov-
ernor

¬

general J what mad ¬

are Tho brutes will likely plunge
over yonder bluff Peering through his

glasses he added Is some one
on tno carriage besldo tho gunner

Tho colonel took tho glasses with a
trembling hand II Is he gasped
and digging his spurs Into his hone
was oft llko a whirlwind

Meanwhile the panto stricken cle-
phanto hail actually gained their pur-
suers

¬

as they strode recklessly the hill
over rocks bushes and everything that
came In their way Baffles realised the
dunoer Ho l d one tbuught how to
save Bertie

loda Impulse was to Jump
but Raffles caught and held him Youll
break your If you try ho
cried Trust to me-

Sldo by side they clung to the narrow
seat was almost a miracle they
word not pitched off Finding they could

nothing with tha maddened brutes both
drivers Jumped at the Instant Qne
poor fellow struck head on a rock
and nover moved other landed

bushes but he was not far enough
out of He uttered a piercing
scream ns the heavy wheels rolled over his
leg

Bertie shivered nnd clung tighter his
companion The elephants dashed faster
than ever Just was the top tho
bill The other side dropped down a
frightful atiglo for povcul hnndml feet

sickened to think of what would
happen when the maddened brutes should
reach the vorgo shouted to
Sultan He looked back the pursuing
horsemen No hopo pf aid there

Then Tom remembered that a road ted
along the brow the hill and finally
turned down to tho river llavl at u point
where the alopo waa not precipitins

a flash formed a desperate r<

solve
Hold tight ray lad ho Imgoing Have you It i0 theworst jump oft before we oyer thebluff Do you understand

Bertie nodded There waa a grim andplucky expression his pallid face

chose and waa Idolized officers and
men alike

Bertie Immediately struck up an ac-
quaintance

¬

with Tom Rafflea an It
speedily ripened to fast friendship Both
hailed from Knrfolkshlre and thuy haa
many a reminiscent chat about sailing
nnd fishing on the famoua Broad

Raffle believed that llcrtle waa ignor-
ant

¬

of his bad reputation as no allusion
ever made to tho Bubject He would

have been spedlly undeceived had
overheard somo of the lectures that the
lad received from tho colonel However
for very hamo that his young friend
should learn the truth Raffles behaved
himself admirably for wholo mouth
The colonel was secretly pleased Ho
sometimes allowed Bcrtlo to rldo on Raf

gun carriage behind tha two ele-

phants
¬

Hut evil days were coming Bcrtte
went north to Itamal Plndl on a visit
and the next day It was reported official-
ly

¬

that the Black mountain tribes were
not going to fight

dotiblo blow waa too much for

Brrtle Immedlntiily Striiclc Up
With Tout Itufllrs

he bctfame despondent
Th he listened to temptation

drifted back to old habits Ho plunged
with a xest nl the ovtls and dissi-
pation of tho Lahore beggars and paid
for his fun by confinement
and guard duty
Thn camo the crowning offense a

freak of madness Induced by lntoxlca-
tton borrowed pin-
cers

¬

uniform and bursa one nlsht
and rods out to the cantonments

Two dnya after of cavalry found
him at the ptacu tho Rajah of Mutton

hud Just dined with the native prince
and wus expatiating on the merits of his
hosts cigars and

This and Baffin
rrslgnftd himself to the Inevitable during
the week that he lay a dark cell

Then It tho governos
general pnd his staff came North on o

inspection A grand review
manoeuvers ordered Lahore can
tonmenta

Colonel Stratford In quandary
had gunner whom ho could trust

to nil Rafflea placo so Important
occasion lurflea isuJ mpro control
over the two elephants tban their native
drivers Bitiun tho leader was greatly
attached to htm Bo rather than run tho-
rl k of spolllnrf the review tho colonel
decided to catabllnh military precedent

granting Raffle short leave of ab-
sence

¬

from the guard house
At sunrise m t appointed aay the

plain liefore the was a scene

of of cavalry and
moved fro amid

ef arms and The
came

Each
carriage was by two ele-
phants

¬

end on top of each elephant
prod his

hand
the scene

aims
not

taste
general

arrived Iahoro lh ceremonies
ber A certain given to

battery ns they Into
Bertie ¬

carriage
Rattles ho out of

sight Ills face red
were at Plnfll-

he stammered last
replied Bertie Baffles Pm ¬

sorry you
to

Im
this not

The colonel bo furi-
ous see outsider on gun carriage
at Why In the
middle

see me satd
Hes too much

Anyway
This battery was

he

your

and Ill ha

mo

and
guns

now

rodo

not
waa

The was
bring

Just

but two

both
and

and the
line and

up
and

disaster
of ¬

play

serious
know ele-

phants

Held There

Bcrtlo
he

huge
on

up

but

The first

neck that

It that
do

samo
first

The in-

aotne
the way

to
on

ahead of
nt

H Raffles

In vain he
at

of

IIKo he

aald
to If cornea

go

on

he

This

Raffles

Into

In

ho nn
dark

of

In

of and
weto at

waa
ho on an

even

came

an

The next Instant an agllo spring landed
Raffles on Nabobs bnrk By clinging tn
the stout harnes he wnrlted hH way for-
ward

¬

A second spring tatrld him over
the gap between thn two elephants nnd-
he wns quickly perched on Sultuns neck

Tortunately the mahoot had left the
prod sticking In the harness With this
Raffles belabored tho unruly brute and
Strove to turn him to one side Ho
stormed and threatened and called him by-
name For n minute of keen suspense
the Issuo trembled In tho balance Then
when the ditty precipice was only n few
ynrds dlitnnt Sultuu obc > cd the prod and
swn g to the left Into tho road Raffles
waved his hand nl Bertie-

8tlck tight lad ho shouted
But tho danger was not yet over nor

had tho elephants recovered from their
fright As madly as ever they dashed
along the rough road at times swinging
perilously near to the outer verge In
vain Raffles coaxed nnd threatened nnd
piled tho prod

Of their own accord the brutes took the
turn toward the river nnd swept the
heavy gun carriago down tho hill at a
frightful speed Bertie had all ho could
do to keep his seat

When tho bottom of tha hill waa
reached Raffles vainly tried to turn tho
elephants aside Thoy rtifhcd madly for-
ward

¬

nnd clattered out on the pontoon
bridge which spanned tho river In mid-
stream

¬

the frail structure gave way nnd
elephants and gun went through with a
tremendous splosh

A plank struck Bertie on tho head
with such force as to half stun him He
floundered helplessly alongside the
struggling elephants who were submerged
to their necks From this place of peril
he was rescued by Raffles who caught his
collar and awnm with him for shore Tho
swift current boro them down some dist-
ance

¬

nnd when Raffles Anally landed with
his precious chargo ho was well nigh
exhausted

A scoro of horsemen were quickly on-
tho spot among them Colonel Stratford
who had been u witness of the whole af-
fair

¬

An he clasped Bertie In his arms ho
looked at Ruffles and that look was a
source of consolation In the gloomy days
that followed

Of course tho review was spoilt for It
took the rest of tho dny to get tho ele-
phants

¬

and the gun out of tho river
That night and for seven succeeding

nights Rnrfles slept In his old coll Then
Instead of appearing before a court mar-
tial

¬

he was reprimanded and discharged
Ho afterwnrds had a private Interview

with tho colonel and for a whole year he
was tho best behaved soldier In canton-
ments

¬

Then the savages of the Chataquiy hills
revolted and Raffle went eagerly off to
war Tt was n little bit of a war but it
was desperate enough for him to enrn a
corporals stripes nnd tho Victoria cross
which had been tho ambition of his lite

Raffles attributes hi good fortune to-
Bertie and ho la not far wrong

AN ElGHTmiLE SLIDE

An Adventuro on Vorwcglnn Skces
For Tho Sunday PostBy Edward S Ellin

Many portions of the West nnd North-
west

¬

are sattled by Norwegians Swedes
and emigrants from other cold countries
of Europe These hardy Industrlou peo-
ple

¬

bring with them tho habits customs
and manner of Mng of their native land
and thcro nre viaages whero a word of
English is rarely spoken It Is us If a sec ¬

tion of tho Scandinavian peninsula with
lta people had been dropped Into our coun ¬

try bodily
In these regions where the snow lies to-

a depth of several feet for months nt a
time and where u often drifts high
enough to cover a house the Norwegian
mow shoo or shoo Is a common means
of locomotion

Thu Bkce differs widely from tho ordi-
nary

¬

nnow shoe eeen In Canada and In-
tamo parts of our country Instead of a-

flame tilled In with network llko a tennis
racket through which tho particles of
snow readily sift tho skee consist of
ono narrow runner dozen feet in length
with the front turned up llko that of a
sleigh It Is shoved forward somewhat
after the manner of a skate and thp bot-
tom

¬

being very smooth a man with a
little practlco can attain a good degree of
speed In making tho descent of a moun

ing

the

ho
tho gmvltwas

tain side It Is necessary to put on-
tho brnke This Is simply a long
which Is placed between knees with

lower presed the snow
bearing the weight upon tho It cuts
a furrow In snow between tho-
sltoca unless tho momentum Is very
great a halt

Last winter when tho snow fully
Ave feet on n level In Colorado Olaf-
Ericsson a Norwegian youth of 18 years
but as and an a
grown man left his home early In the
morning to go to the top of Bear Ridge
ti> learn what prospect there of trap-
ping

¬

and shooting furbearing ani-
mals

¬

It eight miles to the crest of-
tho ridge itlnco started

with a lunch to serve him
at midday he expected to bo at his home
by

courso tho labor of the
In getting top of ridge

When he should fuco about on return
gravity would bring him back In a
minutes Indeed had onca made the
descent on skees In u littlo than ton
minute

It a prodigious task though to
work hla way to the top of ridge
There been a sllsht a couple
days before fallowed by a frveto which

In making the surface of snow
almost as smooth as ltr Rcpeateqiy th
youth himself backward
and the brake was mora than once

to check his descent It was absolutely
impossible to ascend In a direct line so
continually tacked bearing llrst to the

nnd then far over to the left Tho
smoothness of the snow times com-
pelled

¬

such long tacks that when ho had
gone fully a hundred yards he found him-
self

¬

only a few feet nbovo his starting
point Once to his disgust he was ¬

lower
From this It will bo understood how ¬

wna the task ho had set himself
would have pushed on In tho face of

such difficulties trying enough to
the most athletic frame But youth
had mado known his purpose to his par-
ents

¬

before leaving home and ho
resolved to reach tho If It took

entire day
And that Is precisely the time it did

take It was growing dusk when nt last
lis reached crest so worn out that he
could not have gone a dozen ynrds ¬

He had eaten his lunch long before
nnd felt half but he had dis-

covered
¬

signs of the movements of the
furbearing animals and was well pleased
therefore with tho result of his days
work Ho had learned he set out
to learn nnd wns now prepared to return

But never was Olaf so utterly worn out
Although littlo labor was Involved In the
arrowy descent he must keep his wits
about him so as to act Instantly and
surely In steering clear of the few rocks
and trees In his path

I shall rest a little while was his con ¬

clusion as he eqiatted down on his skecs
In a much more comfortnbje posture than
It would seem to secure

He asleep Immediately and
there Is knowing how long he would
have slept had he not been awakened by-
a startling occurrence

During his brief sleep the full moon rose
above tho far horizon When he opened
III eyes everj thing around seemed ns
bright as day The few itunted pines
clear cut shadows on the gleaming white
surface but in whichever direction he
gazed ho could distinguish objects for a-

long wny
Ho did not need to see far however

Not six feet ofT and before
him stood an lmmen > e wolf ns motionless
ns a statue looking sharply at the flou
Medup figure Ho had npproactud so
stealthily that Olaf could not understand
what awoke him It must have been that
subtle Bunse which often gives us
of the approach of danger which other-
wise

¬

would bo fatal
Evidently tho gaunt animal was puz ¬

zled by what he suw Ho was nccui-
tomed to coma upon a man In that rosl-
tlcn and was hesitating before leaping
at tho throat of the youth until some sort
of explanation should present Itself

Olaf nlthough startled was cool and
seltpossosBed Quietly passing his right
hand back to 11s hip ho drew his re ¬

volver and discharged chamber at-
tho motionless volf which so near
that It was Impossible to miss With a
yelp of moitnl pnln tho brute leaped Into
the air doubled up llko a Jackknife nnd
after a few convulsive straggles lay still
on the

And then Olaf made a still more nlirm-
Ing discovery lie rose to a crouching
position like a bicyclist under full speed
It seemed to him that there were suddenly
Hundreds of wolves around him ull wait¬

tho result of their leaders reconnol
sancc They echoed the piercing cries or
the fallen brute Then they comergod
with headlong haste towar I him and tho
young man on the snow shoes

Fully a score of the rtnlmtl sprang sav¬

agely at their fallen companion nnd
fighting snarling biting literally
tore him limb from limb before the breath
had falily left his body They wero fren-
zied

¬

with the scent of blood
This temporary diversion might mean

life nnd It might mean death for the
youth who had brought tho leader low
None could have understood hi danger
hotter than he nnd none certainly could
have faced It more coolly

Inasmuch ns tho fighting group of brute
were immediately In his path Olaf was
obliged to dlvcrgo considerably to tho-
rlkhti to avoid them shot forward
with all tho energy nt commund but It
took a fmv moments to ncqulrc headway
and before ho could do bo tho pack
wero plunging after him

Casting one glanco over his shoulder
Olaf saw a gaunt croaturc In the
very net of leaping at his shoulders Ho
ducked his head and the wolf barely

llronulit the Ionff Polo to the IorcLlUe tho Sponr nf the ltnr Hunter
illssed him striking the snow Just to tholeft and rolling over soverul times be ¬

fore ho regained hla feet Looking bockthe fuglllvo saw howling horde bear¬

down upon him with the speed of the

But the Iron muscles of youth wero
very glcd of tho steep ascent which hadv him such a hard climb for nowhad tho full benefit of law oflion and he sonn shooting downwardwith dizzying velocity
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Olafa descent was llko the flight ofmeteor The fleetest animal could no-

on
C hir h l Wlh tt Eflm Bmhonest countenance ho roso morenearly o tha upright posture looked backand emitted a cry of trlumps-

Tho shout was premature Glanclne
coin to the front a dozen or more wolvesappeared In his path and so close thatIt was Impossible to avoid them by tun

8ht or Iett In antly hsauattodand brought the long pole to thafore livr the spear of the boar hunterwhen tho bruto la charging holdlne itrlBld with all tho power at his
Ills charge was like tho beak of an Iron IIUO1 cloM Cnlloil for nnd He

clad under full steam Tho woIvlb wVIS Hvcreil Iaco ot Cburee PJiuur 40S
tumbled right and left from his pathKnocked senseless by the fbrrlftc ImnactThe next Instantl tho youth was shootimr tMffifibelow thim Induod m Kr t WW
speed that within ten minims herS iuff t inn msat
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